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Study of the New Testament

Preliminaries for Understanding the New Testament

The Nature and Origin of the New Testament
(A) The Nature of the New Testament
a. “Testament” term that refers to God’s special dealings with Humanity
i. The term is synonymous with the term “Covenant”
ii. Noah, Abraham, David
iii. Most significant is the Covenant with Moses (forms the framework of what we
commonly now call the “Old Testament”.
iv. New Covenant (or Testament) was prophesied in Jeremiah 31:31-33
b. New Covenant
i. The believers in Jesus used the language of Jeremiah (2 Cor. 3:6; Gal. 4:24-26)
ii. All of the accounts of the Last Supper use the term “covenant/testament”. (Mk.
14:24; Matt. 26:28; Lk. 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25)
iii. Through the Incarnation, Death and Resurrection of Jesus, YHWH was instituting
his New Covenant as promised. This New Covenant was “not like the covenant
made with their ancestors” (Jeremiah 31:32).
c. “Onlyin the 2™ Century do we have evidence of Christians using the term ‘New
Testament’ for a body of writings, ultimately leading to the use of the designation of
‘Old Testament’ for the Scriptures of Israel.”*
(B) How the First Christian Books were Written, Preserved and Collected
a. The Coming into being of Books Written by Christians.
i. Jesus never wrote any of his teachings down.
ii. The Early Christians were strongly focused on the “last times”. Ex. Acts 1:6
“Lord, will you at this time restore the Kingdom to Israel?”
iii. Letters. The first Christian writings were the first Christian literature. Paul was a
traveling apostle who went from town to town planting new congregations.
Letters were his primary way of communicating to the various congregations
and their leaders.
iv. Gospels. Somewhere in the 60’s to early 70 AD it became clear that it was
imperative that the memory of Jesus’ words and deeds did not perish with the
first eyewitnesses. As Peter writes in his second letter:

1:2 1 think it right, as long as | am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, * since | know that the
putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. *> And | will make every
effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.

! Brown, Raymond, An Introduction to the New Testament, (Doubleday: New York, 1997) p. 4.
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v. Acts; Revelation and Other Literary Genres.

1.

The Book of Acts arose as a sequel to the Gospel of Luke. Luke felt it was
important to create an “orderly account” which told the story of Jesus
and the founding of Christianity.

Revelation (also called the Apocalypse) is written in a genre similar to
the Old Testament Prophetic Books.

Other writings: are more in the genre of written sermons or theological
discourses. Examples include the Book of James or Hebrews.

b. The Preservation and Acceptance of Books Written by Christians

These early letters and writings were copied and shared beyond their original

recipients with other congregations and individual church leaders.

Over time they formed authoritative collections. The basis for inclusion in what

would become the “Canon” of the New Testament was the following:

1.

The basis for inclusion in an authoritative collection was that either the
work was written by an apostle or by “apostolic men” closely associated
with Apostles (ex. Mark and Silvanus were companions of Peter and
Luke was a companion of Paul).
The communities to whom they were written played a key role in
winning acceptance and confirming authenticity.
Conformity with the Rule of Faith
a. The term “canon” or norm may have first applied to the
standard of beliefs and practices of the Christian communities
before it referred to the collection of writings that became
standard.
b. The Letter of Jude speaks of a “faith once for all delivered”.

3 Beloved, although | was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, | found it necessary to
write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.

c. There were other writings and teachings offering and the early
church often used the rule to disregard these other writings. For
example, Eusebius writes about a Bishop Serapion who wrote
concerning the “So-called Gospel of Peter”:

We, dear brother, receive both Peter and the other apostles as Christ, but writings falsely attributed to
them we reject, knowing that such were not handed down to us. When | visited you, | presumed that all
of you adhered to the true faith, so instead of going through the “gospel” alleged by them to be Peter’s, |
said: If this is the only thing that seems to engender quibbling notions among you, then read it.” But
since | now learn that they are ensnared in some heresy, | will strive to visit you soon, brothers...Others
have studied this “gospel,” namely the successors of those who produced it, whom we call Docetists, for
the ideas reflect their teaching. (From the Greek dokein, “to seem,” the term was applied to those who
claimed the Son of God seemed to have a physical nature but not in reality.
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(C) The New Testament as Inspired Scripture
a. Peter calls the writings of Paul: Scripture in 2 Peter 3:

> And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you
according to the wisdom given him, *° as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these
matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable
twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.

b. For Peter, Scripture was inspired by God in 2 Peter 1:

2 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. %X For
no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along
by the Holy Spirit.

c. InPaul’s 2™ letter to Timothy we read in chapter 3:

® All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, *’ that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

The Gospels

Synoptic Gospels

(A) The word Gospel means “Good News”. It comes from the Greek word evangelion. An evangelist
is someone who tells the “Good News” about Jesus Christ.

(B) The first three Gospels are often grouped together as the Synoptic Gospels because they are
“similar”. The structure of the Gospel of John stands apart from the other three and is the most
theological of the 4 Gospels.

(C) Three Stages of Gospel formation:

a. The Public Ministry of Jesus of Nazereth (30 — 33 AD)
i. Jesus went around proclaiming the “Good News”. See Mark 1:14-15
b. The Apostolic Preaching about Jesus (33 AD — 70 AD)
i. The word “Apostles” means “sent forth ones”.
ii. The Apostles were commissioned by Jesus and sent forth to preach the Good
News to the “ends of the earth”. See Acts 1:8
c. The Written Gospels (60 AD — 100 AD)
i. Two Gospels are attributed to Apostles: Matthew and John.
ii. Two Gospels are attributed to “Apostolic Men”: Mark [of Peter] and Luke [of
Paul].
iii. The Synoptic Gospels were interdependent in their formation in that they
contain many similar teachings and accounts of Jesus in common.
iv. John appears to have been written last and independent of the writing of the
other three gospels.
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The Gospel according to Matthew

The Author: Matthew a Jewish Tax Collector

Matthew 9:° As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and

he said to him, "Follow me." And he rose and followed him. 0 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house,

behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. * And
when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors
and sinners?" 2 But when he heard it, he said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick.**Go and learn what this means, 'l desire mercy, and not sacrifice.' For | came not to
call the righteous, but sinners."

Some modern scholars believe that because the Gospel of Matthew likely relied on the Gospel of Mark
as a source that the author could not have been an eyewitness. However, all of the earliest church
leaders attributed this Gospel to Matthew the tax collector.

"For Matthew compiled the sayings [the logia of Christ] in the Hebrew language; and each interpreted
them as best he could.” —Papias (70-155)?

Recipients’:

Many elements point to Jewish readership:

1. Matthew’s concern with fulfillment of the OT (he has more quotations from and allusions to the

OT than any other NT author); his tracing of Jesus’ descent from Abraham (1:1-17)

2. His lack of explanation of Jewish customs (especially in contrast to Mark);

3. His use of Jewish terminology (e.g., “kingdom of heaven,” where “heaven” reveals the Jewish
reverential reluctance to use the name of God);

4. His emphasis on Jesus’ role as “Son of David” (1:1; 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9,15; 22:41—

45).

This does not mean, however, that Matthew restricts his Gospel to Jews. He records the coming of the
Magi (non-Jews) to worship the infant Jesus (2:1-12), as well as Jesus’ statement that the “field is the
world” (13:38). He also gives a full statement of the Great Commission (28:18-20).

2 Eusebius, Church History, Book 3, Chapter 39.15-16)
¥ http://iwww.biblica.com/niv/study-bible/matthew/
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Date and Place of Writing®:

Some have argued on the basis of its Jewish characteristics that Matthew’s Gospel was written as the
first Gospel in the early church period, possibly the early part of AD 50, when the church was largely
Jewish and the gospel was preached to Jews only (Act 11:19). However, those who have concluded that
both Matthew and Luke drew extensively from Mark’s Gospel date it later—after the Gospel of Mark
had been in circulation for a period of time. Accordingly, some feel that Matthew would have been
written in the late 50s or in the 60s. Others, who assume that Mark was written between 65 and 70,
place Matthew in the 70s or even later. However, there is insufficient evidence to be dogmatic about
either view.

The Jewish nature of Matthew’s Gospel may suggest that it was written in the Holy Land, though many
think it may have originated in Syrian Antioch where there was a large population of Jews during that
time.

Purpose’:

Matthew’s main purpose is to prove to his Jewish readers that Jesus is their Messiah. He does this
primarily by showing how Jesus in his life and ministry fulfilled the OT Scriptures. Although all the Gospel
writers quote the OT, Matthew includes nine proof texts unique to his Gospel (1:22-23; 2:15; 2:17-18;
2:23; 4:14-16; 8:17; 12:17-21; 13:35; 27:9-10) to drive home his basic theme: Jesus is the fulfillment of
the OT predictions of the Messiah. Matthew even finds the history of God’s people in the OT
recapitulated in some aspects of Jesus’ life (ex. The Flight to Egypt, the 5 discourse—>5 Books of Moses,
the Mount of Transfiguration—>Sinai). To accomplish his purpose Matthew also emphasizes Jesus’
Davidic lineage.

Outline based on Missionary Journey and Geography:
The Early Life of Jesus: Matt. 1:1-4:11

The Ministry of Jesus in Galilee: Matt. 4:12-18:35.

The Ministry of Jesus in Judea: Matt. 19:1-28:20.

* http://www.biblica.com/niv/study-bible/matthew/
> http:/iwww.biblica.com/niv/study-bible/matthew/

2 Bible Challenge

A daily guide to reading the Bible in a year




Literary Outline:
Prologue: Birth and Infancy of the Messiah (1-2)

Narrative: Preparations for Ministry in Galilee (3-4)
First Discourse: The Sermon on the Mount (5-7)
Narrative: Nine Miracle Stories (8-9)
Second Discourse: The Missionary Sermon (10)
Narrative: Diverse Responses to Jesus (11-12)
Third Discourse: The Parables of the Kingdom (13:1-53)
Narrative: More Diverse Responses to Jesus (13:54-17)
Fourth Discourse: The Ecclesial Sermon on Life in the Community (18)
Narrative: Journey to Jerusalem and Controversy in the Temple (19-23)
Fifth Discourse: The Eschatological Sermon (24-25)

Epilogue: The Passion and Resurrection of the Messiah (26-28)
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